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Ifyou
can

read
m
usic,you

have
a

superpow
erforlearning

therhythm
of

M
orse

code!
M
orsecodeism

adeup
ofshortdots

(“dits”)and
long

dashes(“dahs”).Tele-
graph

operatorsw
ere

originally
m
eant

to
read

m
arks

visually
on

paper
tape,

buttheysoon
learnedtodecode(“copy”)

m
ore

quickly
by

ear.
TheinternationalstandardforM

orse
codeincludestim

ing
requirem

entsthat
give

the
code

a
distinctrhythm

,and
learning

this
rhythm

is
an

im
portant

partoflearning
M
orse

code.
•
dot:one

tim
e
unit

•
dash:three

units
•
intra-characterspace:one

unit
•
inter-characterspace:three

units
•
inter-w

ord
space:seven

units
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Instead
ofadotted

eighth
notefollow

ed
by

a
sixteenth

rest,a
dash

isw
ritten

as
a
quarternote.Thisgreatly

im
proves

readability,elim
inating

intra-character
spacesand

shortening
otherspaces.

In
cuttim

e,thisconcise,syncopated
notation

yieldsa
respectable

speed
of

20
W
PM

at125
BPM

.
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Assigning
aquarternoteto

thetim
e

unitresultsin
a
precise

representation
ofM

orsecodein
m
usicnotation.Thisis

perfectw
hen

firstlearning,butitisvery
slow.To

achieveeven
abeginnerspeed

of5w
ordsperm

inute(W
PM

),thisnota-
tion

m
ustbe

read
ata

blistering
tem

po
of250

beatsperm
inute

(BPM
).

Noticethatevery
m
ark

(dotordash)
starts

on
a
beat,even

ifyou
read

the
rhythm

in
cuttim

e.
A
lso

notice
that

every
m
arkisfollow

edby
aquarterrest.

To
increasespeed

w
ecould

assign
a

sixteenth
noteto

thetim
eunit,butthat

w
ould

producea
densesea

ofsixteenth
rests,one

afterevery
m
ark.

W
e
can

om
itthose

sixteenth
rests

w
ith

theunderstandingthatM
orsecode

isplayed
in

astaccato
style.Instead

ofa
sixteenth

note
follow

ed
by

a
sixteenth

rest,a
dotisw

ritten
asan

eighth
note.

Pr
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e
th
is
pa
ss
ag
e
to

le
ar
n
ev
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y

le
tte

r!
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